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Growing a More 
Sustainable Future 
How corn’s conservation practices result in 
sustainable outcomes for America

BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
national corn growers association

Consumers across the country are feeling the trickle-down effect of inflation, 
food shortages and supply chain disruptions brought on by the pandemic. 
And the burden of helping to solve this crisis is falling on the shoulders of 
American farmers.

BROOKE S. APPLETON

But with decades of documented improvements in sustainable production, corn farmers are 

up to the challenge.

Vice President of Public Policy for the National Corn Growers Association

As corn growers push forward to meet their 2030 

sustainability goals, a focus on industry cross-

collaboration will be paramount. Working 

together — from the field to the customer — will 

be key in sustainably providing corn as a safe 

source of food, feed, fuel and fiber for our 

growing world population.



U.S. corn farmers are stewards of the land who are committed 

to pillars of environmental, social and economic sustainability. 

As the largest sector in American agriculture, the National Corn 

Growers Association and the 300,000 corn farmers they repre-

sent understand their collective responsibility to foster a more 

sustainable future through continued advances and efficiencies 

in land, water and energy use.

 

Corn is a versatile crop providing abundant high-quality food, feed, renewable energy, biobased 

products and ecosystem services. As corn farmers, we are committed to continuous improvement, 

always evaluating how we can do better.

 

By joining forces with organizations in both the private and public sectors, we are bolstering pro-

ductivity and profitability across the broad agricultural landscape. Through industry and stakeholder 

collaboration, NCGA can help to propel advancement much further and much faster than any of us 

can do alone as we navigate a vast climate-smart agriculture future, together. 

Over a span of several decades, corn farmers’ commitment 

to the pillars of sustainability has paved the way for 

improvements, adopting practices to defend against 

soil erosion, improving water quality and water use, and 

managing resources and nutrients through continuous 

advancements found in modern farming.

Since 1980, more corn has been produced on less land, 

and energy use has decreased by 41 percent per bushel according to the 2016 Field to Market 

Indicators Report. That same report found that corn farmers have reduced soil loss by 58 percent per 

acre, greenhouse gas emissions have decreased by 31 percent per bushel, and water use through 

irrigation has decreased by 46 percent per bushel.

Through continued advancements in modern farming practices and the growing use of new 

technologies, U.S. corn farmers are proactive partners in climate conversations and environmental 

sustainability. Collectively, farmers are playing a key part in mitigating risks related to climate, and 

NCGA is leading the way as we seek to be part of solutions to environmental challenges facing our 

world today.

Who Are 
We?

Why Do 
We Matter?

By the Numbers

WHAT CAN YOU GET FROM 
A BUSHEL OF CORN?

OR

OR

 33 POUNDS OF 
SWEETENER

Sweetens, thickens 
and helps food 
retain freshness

 31 POUNDS OF 
STARCH

Preferred in many 
commercial food 

applications

22 POUNDS OF 
PLA/POLYMER
Processed into 

sustainable versions 
of fibers and plastics

American corn farmers know that ecological and economic resilience can be achieved 

synchronously. They see this beginning to take shape by the progress and joint efforts being 

made across the U.S. regarding big-picture sustainability initiatives. But the solutions are never 

one-size-fits-all.

In recent years, corn farmers joined together to formalize their Sustainability Commitment 

Statement. NCGA weighs in on the various ways their farmers can — and do — practice 

sustainability in their operations, below. 

https://www.politico.com/sponsored-content/2021/05/feeding-and-fueling-a-growing-world
https://www.ncga.com/key-issues/current-priorities/sustainability
https://www.ncga.com/key-issues/current-priorities/sustainability


Corn production is a key component of agriculture and is part of 

an environmental solution to addressing climate change in the U.S. 

Capable of handling a range of adverse growing conditions, from 

drought and flood to varying soils and temperatures, the corn 

plant is equipped to adapt to climate change challenges.

With corn’s adaptability and variability of use — for food, feed, 

fuel and more — growers play an active role amidst climate issues, 

which is key to building a more sustainable future.

THE EXTRAORDINARY RESILIENCE OF CORN 

U.S. corn farmers play a crucial role in mitigating risks to our 

natural environment by growing more while using fewer 

resources to do it. And, as corn crops cover 90 million acres 

annually, there are trillions of plants pulling carbon out of the 

atmosphere. Corn farmers also use practices like no-till farming to 

create additional carbon capture opportunities.

Corn farmers look forward to being part of a solution to a 

growing climate problem while improving their footprint. With 

specific targets set for 2030, corn growers are committed to

using less energy, reducing greenhouse gas emissions and more.

What 
Is Our 

Impact?

The corn industry is committed to discovering additional 

opportunities to expand its sustainability footprint. Common 

household plastics like grocery bags, water bottles, Styrofoam 

and takeout containers are made with petro-based ethylene. They 

hold the potential to be replaced with corn sugar-based ethylene, 

while also providing feed, food and fuel thanks to advanced 

fractionation technologies that unlock even more potential from 

the corn kernel.

 

As consumer interest in replacing petroleum with biomass-based 

compounds continues to grow, corn and corn co-products can 

serve in a multitude of roles, upholding NCGA’s commitment to 

sustainability further down the supply chain road.

FURTHER DOWN THE SUPPLY CHAIN

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/nrcseprd1893222.pdf


NCGA will continue to advocate for farmers and their 

ability to continue providing sustainable food, feed and 

fuel to the world. This includes investing in research to 

improve technology offerings while also supporting the 

tools and technologies already in use, advocating for 

programs that support the implementation of sustainable 

practices and ensuring that appropriate measures are in 

place to document environmental outcomes. In addition, 

NCGA will continue sharing the accomplishments farmers 

have made in the past and their commitment to the future 

to ensure continued demand for U.S. corn around the 

world.

 

As corn farmers progress toward their 2030 sustainability 

goals, NCGA and its members will be looking to trusted 

industry partners and stakeholders to help in collaborative 

efforts which get us all where we need to be. It is key to 

continue to build trusted relationships with one another; 

we are all better when we can capitalize on our efforts 

with a unified front. It is paramount that we stay present, 

involved and engaged with one another in order to be 

prepared to tackle ever-evolving issues facing our U.S. 

farmlands. 

What Do 
We Need?

• Making the most of our precious resources.  

NCGA represents the 300,000 U.S. corn farmers who produce 

33 percent of the world’s corn on only 10 percent of the land 

dedicated to global corn production.

• Healthy soil is more productive. 

From 1980 to 2015, total grain for grain production increased 

by 119 percent while the amount of land required to produce a 

bushel of corn decreased by 41 percent.

• Leave it better than you found it. 

With farms often being multi-generational, sustainability isn’t just a 

catchphrase, it’s the lynchpin of legacy. Between 1980 and 2015, 

corn growers have reduced soil loss per acre by 58 percent.

PAVING THE WAY FOR IMPROVEMENTS



Corn is essential. It is a significant driver in the American 

economy and a global food, feed and fuel supplier. Corn 

growers’ focus on continuing to increase their sustainability – to 

do more with less – will only increase corn’s contributions to our 

planet.

But corn growers can’t go it alone, especially without the 

tools they need to continue making progress. They need 

a network, including partnerships with private companies, 

non-governmental organizations and government agencies, 

that are pulling in the same direction. This includes support 

for on-farm changes that reduce the financial risk for corn 

growers and a regulatory environment that supports access to 

seeds, pesticides and other technologies that enable additional 

improvements.

What’s 
at Stake?

The above column is sponsor-generated content from National Corn Growers Association. To learn more 

about sponsor-generated content please visit www.politico.com/focus-sponsor-content.


